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Claims 22, 23, 36 and 41 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous 
claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the 
claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claims 22, 23, 36 and 41 replace a part set forth in the claims on which they 
depend. Independent claim 19 recites the fastening portion is extended from the 
peripheral portion for a predetermined distance and bent to the back of the receiving 
portion (the L-shaped protrusion of Fig. 6A) while dependent claim 22 recites the 
fastening portion is disposed on the receiving portion and dependent claim 23 recites 
the fastening portion is a post, a bridge-shaped protrusion, or a circular protrusion. 
Independent claim 32 recites the connecting portion is an L-shaped protrusion while 
dependent claim 36 recites the connecting portion comprises a screw post, disposed on 
the receiving portion. Independent claim 39 recites the L-shaped protrusion (the 
connecting surface connecting to the arm substantially extending to a back of the 
receiving portion) while claim 41 recites the connecting portion comprises a screw post, 
disposed on the receiving portion. 

Claims 19 and 24 are objected to. In claim 19, the recited phrase "a part of the 
fastening portion is positioned on the receiving portion or extends to a back of the 
receiving portion" appears to be redundant with the recited phrase "the fastening portion 
is extended from the peripheral portion for a predetermined distance and bent to the 
back of the receiving portion". The recited phrase "the fastening portion is disposed in 
the vicinity of the peripheral portion" of dependent claim 24 appears to be redundant 
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with the recited phrase "the fastening portion is extended from the peripheral portion for 
a predetermined distance and bent to the back of the receiving portion" of independent 
claim 19. 

The indicated allowability of claims 1-8, 10-12 and 37 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Cho et al (US 6,41 1 ,501 ) and Kim et al (US 
6,501,641). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-7,10-12 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cho et al (US 6,41 1 ,501 ). 

As to claims 1 , 4, 7 and 10-12, note Figs.5-8 which identically disclose the 
claimed flat panel display comprising: a housing 30, a panel module 10 having a front 
frame 16a, a rear frame 16b, and a panel 12, the front frame being assembled with the 
rear frame to encase the panel, the rear frame having at least one connecting portion 
15, and a part of the connecting portion being covered by the panel; and a main bracket 
(20b, 21, 22) disposed in the housing, connecting the housing 30 and the connecting 
portion 1 5 of the rear frame 1 6b (col. 5, line 28 - col. 6, line 21 ). As to claims 3, 5, 6, the 
limitations "formed by lancing and bending the rear frame ", "the connecting portion is 
formed by slitting and pressing the rear frame", and "the connecting portion is formed by 
deep drawing of the rear frame" are product-by-process limitations. These product-by- 
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process limitations have not been given patentable weight in the product claim. It has 
been recognized that "[E]ven though product-by-process claims are limited by and 
defined by the process, determination of patentability is based on the product itself. The 
patentability of a product does not depend on its method of production. If the product in 
the product-by-process claim is the same as or obvious from a product of the prior art, 
the claim is unpatentable even though the prior product was made by a different 
process.". In re Thorpe, 777 F.2d 695, 698, 227 USPQ 964, 966 (Fed. Cir. 1985).As to 
claim 43, note Fig. 9 which discloses the connecting surface and the protrusion of the 
connecting portion 15, a L-shaped bracket (21 , 22), disposed between the connecting 
portion 15 and the housing 30, and the connecting portion and the housing are 
respectively connected to the bracket at different locations (27, 28). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 8, 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cho et al (US 6,41 1 ,501) in view of Kim et al (US 6,501 ,641). 

The only difference between the flat panel display of Cho et al and that of the 
instant claims is the connecting portion of the rear frame being fixed to the main bracket 
by screws. However, Kim et al disclose in Fig. 8 that it was known to employ the 
connecting portion 15 of the rear frame 16b being fixed to the main bracket 24 by 
screws 18. Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art in 
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view of Kim et al to employ in the flat panel of Cho et al the connecting portion of the 
rear frame being fixed to the main bracket by screws as the alternative fastening device 
for securely fixing the rear frame to the main bracket. 

Claims 19, 20, 24, 25, 32, 37, 39, 40 and 42 are allowed over the prior art. 

Claims 9 and 46 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Tai Duong at 
telephone number (571 ) 272-2291 . 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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